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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Colorado (Mr. COFFMAN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. COFFMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——
SELECTIVE SERVICE

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, in 1972,
I volunteered to serve in the United
States Army at a time when young
men were still being drafted into our
military. The last draftees were in-
ducted into the United States Army in
1973, and 2 years later, given the suc-
cess of the all-volunteer Army, the re-
quirement for young men to register
with Selective Service ended.

In a symbolic show of strength to the
Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghani-
stan, President Jimmy Carter asked
Congress to reinstate the Selective
Service System in 1980. Congress did
so, and to this day all males are re-
quired by law to register with the Se-
lective Service System within 30 days
of their 18th birthday. However, despite
the first gulf war, and the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, conscription has
never been considered as a viable op-
tion by our military.

Mr. Speaker, my bill, H.R. 978, will
end the registration requirement and
dismantle the outdated Selective Serv-
ice bureaucracy—saving the taxpayers
over $24 million a year—and I urge its
adoption.

——
GREAT LAKES RESTORATION
INITIATIVE
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the Buf-
falo River is identified by the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative as one of
43 areas of concern in the Great Lakes
watershed. In 2011, a coalition of cor-
porate and community partners
teamed up with State and local govern-
ments to begin a multimillion-dollar
cleanup of the Buffalo River. Unfortu-
nately, sequestration and uncertainty
about a new Federal budget threaten to
delay this project.

Mr. Speaker, the Great Lakes are a
unique national treasure with global
significance. They are the largest
source of surface freshwater on Earth,
containing 20 percent of the world’s
supply. They contain 95 percent of
America’s freshwater, and they support
1.5 million jobs and $62 billion in wages
in the shipping, recreation, and fishing
industries.

Preservation of our Great Lakes has
both environmental and economic im-
pacts and has always enjoyed bipar-
tisan support. We cannot afford to
allow sequestration to halt critical
projects like the Buffalo River cleanup.
I urge my colleagues to repeal the se-
quester and protect funding for the
Great Lakes restoration.

———
REFUNDABLE CHILD TAX CREDIT

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, each year, billions of U.S.
taxpayer dollars are wasted due to
abuse of the $1,000 refundable child tax
credit. Instead of hitting up taxpayers
for even more taxes, Washington needs
to go after these billions of dollars that
are fraudulently wasted.

It’s time to end this sham. That’s
why I have reintroduced commonsense
legislation, H.R. 556, that stops this
abuse by requiring tax filers to provide
their Social Security number in order
to receive this tax credit, just like we
do for the Earned Income Tax Credit.

Congress’ nonpartisan tax score-
keeper, the Joint Committee on Tax-
ation, has found that my bill would
save taxpayers an estimated $24.4 bil-
lion over the next 10 years. With the
dire need to get our fiscal house in
order, this simple, commonsense fix
can go a long way toward protecting
precious taxpayer dollars by stamping
out waste, fraud, and abuse. It’s time
to get this done.

RYAN BUDGET

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, as a
former member of the House Budget
Committee, I understand well the chal-
lenges of budgeting for our Nation’s fu-
ture. Unfortunately, the budget intro-
duced by House Republicans this week
fails at its most fundamental tasks:
protecting the middle class and laying
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the groundwork for strong economic
growth.

As it has for the last 2 years, the
Ryan budget once again makes deep
cuts to Medicare, as it also repeals a
host of Federal measures making
health insurance affordable for middle
class families. It replaces the security
of Medicare with a voucher that will
lose its value over time—driving many
middle class seniors into poverty—and
makes deep cuts to education, trans-
portation and infrastructure, and pub-
lic health and safety, gutting society’s
basic functions without which busi-
nesses can’t find educated workers,
move their products to market, or op-
erate safely.

Voters roundly rejected this ap-
proach only a few months ago. I call on
my colleagues to reject this budget and
join me in supporting a balanced ap-
proach to deficit reduction.

——
0 1210

COAL

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I was re-
cently visiting with my constituents in
Nicholas County, Kentucky, when I
learned about the latest casualty in
the Obama administration’s war on
coal. Joy Global, a manufacturer of un-
derground mining equipment, operates
a plant in neighboring Bourbon Coun-
ty. The news had just broken that Joy
Global plans to cease all operations
and manufacturing at that plant. The
story of Joy Global is timely in light of
President Obama’s nomination of Gina
McCarthy to lead the Environmental
Protection Agency.

I wish those who are responsible for
the war on coal could have been with
me that Friday morning. It’s easy to
sit in Washington and issue regulations
when you don’t have to confront the
human cost.

The Obama administration’s war on
coal cost more than 3,000 well-paying
coal miner jobs in Kentucky last year.
Thousands of families potentially went
from healthy incomes to food stamps.
But this administration doesn’t appear
to care.

The coal industry supports 19,000 full-
time jobs in Kentucky while providing
our State with the Nation’s fourth low-
est utility rates. Mr. Speaker, it’s time
the administration put people ahead of
its radical agenda.

——————

OPPOSING THE CLOSING OF THE
IRVINGTON, TEXAS, POST OFFICE

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to voice my frustration
and disappointment with the Postal
Service’s decision to close the
Irvington Station Post Office that
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